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• Simplify complex data

• Improve decision-making

• Support informed decisions

• Improved usability

Why create visuals that shine?



• No additional costs

• Continuous support

• Compatibility

• There are many built-in formatting options

Why core visuals?



• You need this stage 
• You learn
• You develop your style
• You learn to understand your end user 

• You need to go through these stages 







Design

• Design/Formatting takes 

time 

• Depends on the audience

• Thin Line Between Too 

Much and Too Little



So many options!



There is no innovation 
and creativity without 

failure. 
Brene Brown 



Heatmap example







1. The end user and their importance

2. Power BI Visuals – make them shine

3. Report Layout & Navigation

This session



The end user

• Who is the audience?  

• What is the experience level?

• How much detail is needed?

• What actions do they want to take? 

• How is the report used?



Design depends on the end user



• Layout

• Navigation

• Placement of visuals

• Order of visuals

• Design of visual

End user determines



Why design for the end user?

Putting data on a canvas doesn’t 

make it a useful report.



Make these 
visuals shine!



TABLES













• Improve readability 

• Guide attention

• Support decision making

Make tables shine - Icons



• Improve readability 

• Guide attention

• Support decision making

Using Icons



Smart(er) Use of Icons



Conditional Formatting

• “Remove” Unnecessary 

Columns

• Keep only high-impact 

values crucial for decision-

making.

• Less clutter = faster decision-

making.



• What if not everyone likes to 

use these options?

• Provide options

So this is great but…



Slicer to format



• Create a table

• Create a measure

Slicer to format

• Add a slicer

• Conditional Formatting



What if we want less?





What if we want more detail?

Use a Data Bar for Quick 

Comparisons

• Visually indicate difference.

• Quickly compare values at a 

glance.



Targets



• See how actual performance 

compares to set goals.

• Highlights Performance Gaps 

• Identify over- and 

underperformance

Target visualization



Target visualization



Target visualization



Target visualization



Easy to see difference

• Stacked column chart

Highlight above target



Error bars as target line

Target (Error) Bars



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Highlight



Make it easy to see important information.

Highlight important information



Layout
& 

Navigation



Using a Grid

• Consistent layout & design

• Enhanced user experience

• Improved readability









Navigation should be easy

• “Do we have drill-through?” “Where do I need to click?



Provide guidance – Help Tooltip



1. Prioritize the User 

2. Focus on Value and Actions

3. Make It Shine, But Be Picky

4. Adapt and Evolve 



Valerie Junk
PorcuBI

Please rate this session!
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